Source of material: The compound was prepared by adding an aqueous solution of serine free base to a water solution of squaric acid with continous stirring by romm temperature for 20 minutes in 1:1 molecular ratio. The product was purífíed by recrystallization from doubly destilled water. Colorless crystals were grown by slow ev^oration from unaqeous solution at room temperature. The structure detennination was undertaken as a part of a project investigating the non-linear optical properties of new classes of organic compounds involving salts of optically active amino acids and amines with squaric acid as well as its sulfur derivatives. The molecules in the crystal build a hydrogen-bonding network. The amino group adopts a proton from the squaric acid. The C-C bond lengths within the hydrogensquarate anion are consistent with delocalized double bonds around the hydroxyl-bearing atom.

